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Groundwater Levels
Feb. 3, 2011 Mar. 7, 2011



Increased Reporting Frequency

• Voluntary, Monthly

• Areas of Increased Concern due to low 
groundwater levels 

• Jupiter

• Tequesta

• South Martin Regional

• Martin County-Jensen Beach

• Stuart

• Fort Pierce



What’s Ahead for Water Supply?

• Below-normal 
rainfall predicted 
due to strong La 
Niña

• Water levels 
declining due to 
increased water 
demands and 
evapotranspiration

• Restrictions

SFWMD Water Supply Risk Evaluation (Mar.  1, 2011)



Indian Prairie Basin

 Lake Istokpoga level is 
0.5 feet above floor 
elevation

 Continue monitoring



St. Lucie County Canals
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Water Shortage Bulletins Issued Daily

- Withdrawals prohibited when stages fall 

below elevation 14.0 ft, NGVD



Lake Okeechobee Service Area

 Lake Okeechobee stage is 0.12 feet above Water 
Shortage Management Band

 GB authorized Executive Director to issue LOSA water 
shortage order once Lake level goes below band

 Continue monitoring

 Temporary Forward Pumps – standing by



Water Conservation Area 1

• Marsh elevation separating from canal elevation --
Indicator of increased evapotranspiration and 
drying out of marsh

• Elevation 14 ft NGVD – cut off water supply 
deliveries

• Continue monitoring



L8 Basin Water Supply Users

• Diversion and 
Impoundments

• Agriculture 

• L8 Tieback Canal 
stage is low (< 11 ft 
NGVD)

• C-10A flows less 
than 100 cfs and 
declining



L8 Basin (cont’d)

2009  Flow at L8 stopped when LOK is about 11.75 ft NGVD



L8 Basin (cont’d)

• Unable to keep up with water demands

• City of West Palm Beach

• Complied with our request for 
voluntary cutback to evening hours of 
pumpage only

• Minimizes competition with other 
basin users

• 15 percent cutback recommended

• Extends supplies

• Equitably distributes available water



Staff Recommendation

Enter an Order for Declaration of Modified 
Phase I Water Shortage Restrictions 
Applicable to Specifically Identified 
Permittees located within Sub-Basin C 
(West Palm Beach Canal Basin) of the 
Everglades Agricultural Area Water Use 
Basin, Interior Palm Beach County Water 
Use Basin, M-Canal Water Use Basin, and 
portions of the Water Conservation Area 
1/C-51 Water Use Basin that withdraw 
surface water from the L8 and M Canals.



Staff Recommendation

Enter an Order for Declaration of a 

Water Shortage Warning for Water 

Users Withdrawing Surface and 

Groundwater within the Boundaries of 

the South Florida Water Management 

District and Delegation of Authority to 

the Executive Director to Modify or 

Rescind the Provisions of this Order



Questions?


